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Meet Harry…

Older people may be under triaged

Consider:

•  Frailty Scoring    •  Early senior review    •  CT imaging and transfer to an appropriate area

Confusion – Caused by 
head injury? Blood loss? 

Infection?

Or is it usual for Harry?
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Co-morbidities may 
impact on injuries

Upper limb and 
clavicle injuries 
may distract

Minimal mechanism 
can cause significant 

injury 

Chest wall injuries 
are common 

and difficult to 
diagnose clinically

Was this a 
mechanical fall or 
medical collapse?

Consider time spent 
on floor – has this 

caused other issues?

Think about social 
circumstances on discharge

Consider bleeding disorders 
and medication 

Antiplatelet  DOAC  Warfarin

Beta Blockers  Steroids

Bony injuries may  
be significant 

Consider osteoporosis

If immobile consider 
why a patient is unable 

to weight bear

Older people may 
not complain of pain

Examine chest wall 
carefully for signs 
of occult injuries

Comfort and safety means 
early review by clinician

Consider patient’s normal 
neck alignment

Consider use of blocks
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